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Advanced Placement World History 
Topic Outline 

Course Description and Philosophy 
 

Advanced Placement World History is a full-year program that offers a rigorous course and exam in 
World History to qualified students who wish to complete studies in secondary school equivalent to an 
introductory college course in world history. The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop 
a greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts in different types of human 
societies. This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and 
appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the nature of changes in global frameworks and 
their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. It emphasizes 
relevant factual knowledge, leading interpretive issues, and skills in analyzing types of historical 
evidence. 
 
The course covers every aspect of human history from the prehistoric era to the present day. 
Students examine the history of human development through comparative analyses of civilizations 
throughout the world. There are five major themes of the course.  The first focuses on the relationship 
between humans and their environment.  The second is the development and interactions of cultures, 
specifically looking at religions, philosophical traditions, scientific advances, and the arts. The third 
theme relates to the creation of political systems and the trends toward nationalism. The fourth theme 
concerns economic systems, while the fifth theme encompasses social history. 
 
In order to prepare for the AP World History test, the students will study documents from the worldʼs 
various cultural traditions and practice composing answers to document-based questions. Students 
are recommended to take the AP World history exam because the test is considered appropriate for 
the measurement of skills and knowledge in an introductory world history survey. 
 
 
Text Reference: 
• Adelman, Jeremy, et al.  Worlds Together; Worlds Apart, 2008, New York, NY. 
 
Written 2009 
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Unit I: Growth of Civilizations 8000 BCE to 1000 BCE 
 
Essential Question: What does it mean to be “civilized”? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Describe how homo sapiens differed from other species. 
• Demonstrate how homo sapiens moved out of Africa to settle in other areas of the world. 
• Discuss how racism prevented people from believing that humans evolved in Africa. 
• Appreciate the controversy surrounding the use of the word “race” to describe people from different parts of the world. 
• Provide examples of the artistic achievements of early humans. 
• Show how language developed in different ways around the globe. 
• Identify the major language groups on each continent, and explain how shared language facilitated trade and cultural transmission. 
• Explain when, how, and where the domestication of plants happened. 
• Analyze the way that scientific developments help to advance the study of early man. 
• Assess the degree to which climate change affected human development . 
• Compare creation myths from vastly disparate cultures. 
• Understand how gender roles changed with the domestication of plants. 
• Trace the development of stratified societies. 
• Explain how various cultures justified the division of the community in classes of people with varying degrees of wealth and power. 
• Apply the themes of the course to summer reading assignments. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Five major themes of 
AP World History  

Essay 
Blog Entry 
Homework 

List of Books 
compiled for AP 
World History 

Students select from a list of books related to 
AP World History topics.  They then write an 
essay comparing the book to the themes.  They 
also write a brief description of their book and 
post it to a class blog. 

Computers 
Blogging 
Internet 
SmartBoard 

6.3A 

Creation Myths Homework 
Tests 
Quizzes 
Essays 

Text Students analyze creation myths to look for 
similarities and differences.  Given a set of 
statements regarding these creation myths, the 
students will decide which statements are true 
and which are false, defending their decision in 
front of the class.  

Internet 
Computers 
SmartBoard 

6.3A 

Archaeology v. 
history 

Homework 
Tests 
Quizzes 
Essays 

Text 
Articles 

Students explore the scientific processes that 
are involved with the study of human 
development. 

Internet 
Computers 
SmartBoard 
 

6.3A 

Testing Hypotheses Homework 
Tests  
Quizzes 
Essays 

Text 
Article 
Readings 

Tom Standage, in A History of the World in 
Six Glasses, posits that humans transitioned to 
permanent settlements because of the 
accidental fermentation of grains, producing 
beer. The students will debate this thesis 
through class discussion and research. 

Internet 
Computers 
SmartBoard 

6.3A 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The summer reading assignment provided an opportunity for students to select a book that fit their interests and ability level. After reading their 
books, they have to write an essay explaining how the text relates to the themes of the course.  They will post a summary of the text on the class 
blog, and tag their entry with key words like “economy” and “18th Century,” for example. They will  be required to post comments on books that 
have similar tags so that they can find points of comparison between their books. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
An exploration of the topic of human development involves the subject of race.  Students will have the opportunity to discuss whether “race” is a 
legitimate word to use to describe people from different parts of the world.  Also, the students can assess the degree to which racism prevented 
historians, anthropologists, scientists, and archaeologists from understanding the true story of human development. 
              
 



 4 

Unit II: Early Nationalism 1000 BCE to 600 CE 
 
Essential Question: What factors led to the rise of organized political entities?  Why do people form nations? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Describe the agents of change that facilitated the rise of organized political entitles. 
• Show the role that environmental factors played in the creation of nation-states. 
• Assess the impact that “barbarian” invasions had on the earliest human settlements.   
• Locate and identify the key characteristics of the Persian, Assyrian, Hittite, Egyptian, Greek, Roman, and Olmec civilizations. 
• Identify the key components of the Zoroastrian religious tradition. 
• Trace the origin of the Chinese dynastic system through the Shang Dynasty, the Xia Dynasty, the Zhou Dynasty, the Warring States period, 

the Qin Empire, and the Han Dynasty. 
• Identify the way in which the chariot changed warfare. 
• Compare the relationship between the individual and his government during the Roman and Han empires. 
• Explain how India developed a sense of shared culture without a shared government. 
• Trace the rise of Buddhism and Jainism within the Hindu culture. 
• Assess the degree to which trade networks contributed to the rise of nation states. 
• Compare the artistic traditions of South Asia, Southwest Asia, Africa, and Central America. 
• Test hypotheses regarding the spread of people through Oceania. 
• Distinguish between the Vedas, the teachings of Buddha, the Torah, and the writings of Confucius 
• Trace the development of a legal system from Hammurabi in Southwest Asia and from the Laws of Manu in South Asia. 
• Suggest reasons why the peoples of North America and Africa did not form nation states during this period. 
• Compare Egyptian kingdoms to the kingdoms of Kush and Axum as well as with the kingdoms of Southwest Asia to determine how the 

African kingdoms may have differed from thei r neighbors to the East. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Nation Building Test 

Quizzes 
Essays 

Text 
Supplemental 
Readings  

Given a selection from Thomas Hobbes 
Leviathan, the students assess the degree to 
which individuals created nations in order to 
defend themselves against horrid neighbors.  The 
students can also identify ways in which 
individuals consented to be subjected to the rule 
of governments. 

Internet 
Computer Lab 
SmartBoard 
Podcasts 
Blogging 

6.3B 

Role of Technology in 
Han China and Rome 

Test  
Quizzes 
Essays 

Text  
Supplemental 
Readings 

The students will analyze documents related to 
the use of technology in Ancient Rome and 
during the Han China period, specifically 
looking at the role of the worker, the value 
placed on ingenuity, and the purpose for which 
the technology was used (infrastructure or art). 

Internet 
Computer Lab 
SmartBoard 
Podcasts 
Blogging 

6.3B 

Determining the 
“truth” 

Test 
Quizzes 
Essays 

Text 
Supplemental 
Readings 

Presented with a “news” article from an ancient 
culture, the students will have to respond to it 
from a specific point of view.  The “news” 
articles will describe events that took place in 
Southwest Asia, South Asia, East Asia, and 
Southeast Asia.  The students will be given 
specific additional pieces of information, and 
they will have to debate the “bias” in the news. 

Internet 
Computer Lab 
SmartBoard 
Blogging 
VoiceThread 

6.3B 

Coin of the Realm Test 
Essays 
Quizzes 
Performance 
Assessment 

Text  
Supplemental 
Readings 
 

International trade has, at times, been facilitated 
by a standard currency.  Rome, Spain, and the 
United States have all held those currencies. The 
students will examine the extent to which 
currency valuation creates and destroys political 
entities. 

Internet 
SmartBoard 
 

6.3B 

Chariot Races Performance 
Assessment 

Text  
Supplemental 
Readings 

The chariot affected warfare in many cultures.  
The students will take part in a chariot race in 
which they have to dress in a manner similar to 
the dress of the ancient cultures of Persia, China, 
Mongolia, and Egypt. They will have to read 
texts from their culture to mark the event, and 
they will have to plan a victory ceremony in 
which they refer to the gods or spirits that 
allowed their victory to be possible. 

Video review 
SmartBoard 

6.3B 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
The World History AP curriculum offers numerous possibilities for differentiation.  In this unit, the students who are more interested in 
performance activities can take an active role in the chariot race activities.  The students can also select their own unique interpretation of the 
documents presented for the Han-Roman technology DBQ. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
To what extent should individual decisions be made according to what is best for the state?  In what ways can the institutions of the state 
recognize and glorify the acts done by individuals? 
 
 
Unit III: Universalizing Religions  300 BCE to 900 CE 
 
Essential Question: Do empires allow for the universal acceptance of religion, or do religions facilitate the acceptance of 
the emperorʼs authority? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Describe the manner in which martyrs helped to spur the growth of the early Christian movement in Rome 
• Show that the relative lack of political organization allowed Islam to spread more rapidly through Southwest Asia. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the way in which the Silk Road facilitated the spread of Buddhism and Islam. 
• Assess the degree to which disparate African settlements shared religious beliefs, without a common political structure. 
• Discuss the manner in which early Central American religious beliefs helped to explain natural phenomena. 
• Understand the relationship between the settled communities of Western Europe and their northern and Eastern neighbors. 
• Interpret historical documents to analyze the method by which Buddhism was adopted in China. 
• Analyze the extent to which barbarian invasions helped or hurt existing cultures. 
• Explain how Hinduism differed from other religions as it spread throughout India without the help of an empire.
• Gauge the relative strengths of the Holy Roman Empire and the Abbasid Empire. 
• Examine the way that Byzantine leaders considered their role as the heirs of Roman civilization. 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Rise of Christianity Test 

Essays 
Quizzes 
Performance  
Assessment 

Text 
Supplemental 
Readings 

On page 333 of the text, the authors wrote that 
Constantine’s “legacy was monumental:  he had 
converted to Christianity, but he had done so in 
such a way that Christianity itself was converted to 
the Roman empire.”  The students can determine 
what this means in respect to the changes wrought 
within the empire and the religion. 

Internet 
Blogging 
Podcasts 

6.3C 

Spread of Buddhism Performance 
Assessment 

Text 
Supplemental 
Readings 

Buddhism changed as it spread throughout Asia.  
Using VoiceThread, students will view artwork 
from various traditions and do their best to 
correctly identify the cultural tradition that created 
the piece. 

Internet 
VoiceThread 

6.3C 

Rule of Law Test 
Essays 
Quizzes 
Performance 
Assessment 

Text  
Supplemental  
Readings 

 The rise of Islam was due to a combination of 
religious sentiment and military conquest.  The 
students will analyze the teachings of the Koran in 
relation to earlier legal codes in Southwest Asia. 

Internet 6.3C 

Checking Sources Test 
Essays 
Quizzes 

Text 
Supplemental  
Readings 

At the end of every chapter in Worlds Together, 
Worlds Apart, the authors include a list of sources 
for continued reading.  The students will each 
select one of those texts and examine it.  Is it a 
controversial text?  Is it reputable?  The authors, 
on page 313, write that “Jesus’ preachings could 
not have been more Jewish.”  This would be a 
good place to start the conversation. 

Internet 6.3C 

Mayan Glyphs and a 
“Just War” 

Test 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Performance 
Assessment 

Text  
Supplemental 
Readings 

The Mayans created a complex writing system and 
left behind many stories of epic battles, marriages, 
deaths, and sacrifices.  Included in those texts is a 
discussion of the concept of a “just war.”  The 
students will try to interpret Mayan writing in its 
original form.  Then they will read it in translation.  
They will complete the lesson by attempting to 
create a glyph for a modern term like “texting” or 
“frenemies.” 

SmartBoard 6.3C 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Using VoiceThread allows the students to choose the mode of communicating that they believe will be most effective.  They can use images, 
video, voice, or text.  They can respond to each otherʼs comments and they can participate as much as they would like. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
The lesson on Mayan Glyphs allows the students to engage in a discussion of the purpose of war and the reasons why people engage in armed 
conflict.  They can use examples from the past decade to discuss which conflicts have been justified.  Their discussion could include the conflict 
in Darfur, the civil war in Sierra Leone, the narcotrafficking violence in Colombia, the “wait-and-see” approach to North Korea, the continued 
imprisonment of Aung San Suu Kyi, the development of nuclear weapons in Iran, the border conflict between Georgia and Russia, and the 
conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.               
 
Unit IV: New Empires and Common Cultures 600 – 1000 CE 
Essential Question: What factors create a common cultural outlook? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Describe the way cultural traditions of South Asia impact social and political organization in the region. 
• Analyze the extent to which the Shia-Sunni split is a result of religious differences or cultural and political disagreements. 
• Explain how the Islamic community was divided into regional political units. 
• Compare the property rights of women in Islamic communities to property rights of women in other cultures. 
• Assess the degree to which Japanese people lived up to cultural expectations about the behavior of women and warriors. 
• Discuss the historical background of the conflict between the Han Chinese and the minority Uighur population. 
• Describe the role that Confucian civil service examinations unified the Chinese people. 
• Compare the Abbasid caliphate and the Tang Dynasty in respect to the manner in which political stability fueled economic achievements. 
• Explain how Mahayana Buddhism, Taoism, Shintoism, and Confucianism influenced the Japanese state 
• Discuss the way in which both the Vikings and the Eastern European slave trade affected migration patterns in Western Europe. 
• Trace the rise of Kievan Rus. 
• Analyze language families of Sub-Saharan Africa as a means to deciphering trading networks and migration patterns 
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
E-Portfolio Performance 

Assessment 
Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

Using Diigo.com, Ning.com, or other Web 2.0 
applications, the students will create a portfolio of 
materials that demonstrate their understanding of one of 
the major cultural centers of this period.  Their portfolio 
will include links to articles, museums, videos, 
monuments, art, etc. 

Internet 
SmartBoard 

6.3C 

Indian culture and 
decentralization 

Test 
Quizzes 
Essays 
Performance 
Assessment 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

The Indian subcontinent is not featured very prominently 
in the textbook during this time period.  The students will 
engage in an analysis of the way in which India is 
addressed compared to other regions.  Did its lack of 
central authority lessen its importance in the world?  The 
students can compare this situation with the role of India in 
world affairs today.  Being a member of the non-aligned 
nations, and having nuclear weapons in defiance of the 
Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty places India in a unique 
place, diplomatically.  Does it get enough respect?  If no, 
why not? 

Internet  
SmartBoard 
Second Life 

6.3C 

Cultural norms and 
expectations 

Performance 
Assessment 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

Divided into groups, the students will have one person who 
has broken the code of behavior for her culture.  Using 
available documents and references to various cultures, the 
students will have to determine what is the appropriate 
punishment for her actions. 

Internet 
SmartBoard 
 

6.3C 

Who wrote this book 
anyway? 

Essay 
Written 
assignments 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

This portion of the textbook is structured differently than 
the previous sections.  There are more subtitles, shorter 
sections, and more facts.  This “new” format serves as a 
springboard into a conversation about the authors of the 
textbook. The students will have to research the work 
written by the authors of the textbook.  They will also 
attempt to contact the authors of the text and ask them a 
question about their work. 

Internet  
Email 

6.3C 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The Portfolio assignment will give students the opportunity to choose how they would like to showcase their work.  The content will remain the 
same, but the students can choose written work, visual presentations, videography, or audio clips. 
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Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
During the activity on cultural norms and expectations, the students can engage in a discussion about the extent to which cultural expectations 
guide or limit personal expression and growth.  The students can also discuss the merits of cultural homogeneity and personal freedom. 
              
 
 
Unit V: Becoming “The World” 1000-1550 
 
Essential Question: In what ways did increased trade and contact with the Western hemisphere change the world? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Assess the textbookʼs claim that the Crusades were the first period of European colonization of Southwest Asia. 
• Discuss the factors complicating the attempt to measure the pre-contact population in North and South America. 
• Enumerate the ways that contact between Western Europe and the Americas affected peoples and cultures. 
• Analyze the way that Islam affected kingdoms in Western Africa, including Songhai, Mali, and Ghana. 
• Identify the key goods traded throughout the world, including salt, gold, silver, tea, spices, porcelain, and cochineal. 
• Discuss the ways in which various European communities financed their expeditions throughout the world. 
• Debate whether the Basques deserve credit for discovering the New World. 
• Examine the role that the Roman Catholic church played in dividing the planet between Spain and Portugal. 
• Trace the origin of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, and compare it to other slave trading networks, including the Arab slave trade in East Africa. 
• Explain the way that the era of Mongolian rule following the rise of Genghis Khan served to unite most of Asia. 
• Offer at least two possible reasons why the Ming emperors suspended the voyages of the treasure ships. 
• Discuss the influences that Indian cultures and Chinese traditions influenced the cultures of Southeast Asia. 
• Compare the relationships between landowners and peasants in both the Japanese and European feudal systems. 
• Demonstrate the connection between the arrival of Islam and an increased amount of political organization in the Indian subcontinent. 
• Draw the connection between the monsoon winds and the rise of the Swahili states in East Africa.
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Mapping the Past Google Earth 

video 
presentations 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

The students will, in groups, create Google Earth 
demonstrations of the routes taken by famous 
explorers, adventurers, and fictional heroes.  The 
students will trace the paths of Sinbad, Odysseus, 
Ibn Battuta, Marco Polo, Alexander, Xuanzang, 
etc. 

Internet  
SmartBoard 

6.3.D 

Feudalism Document-Based 
Essay Question  

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

The students will study documents from Western 
Europe, Russia, and Japan to determine what 
people in each community believed to be the 
“proper” behavior for lords and serfs. 

Internet 6.3.D 

Pax Mongolica Video 
presentation 

Text  
Supplemental 
Resources 

The Mongols, once they settled in a place – 
whether it was India, China, Russia, or Southwest 
Asia – always found their new home preferable to 
the steppes of Northern Asia.  They inevitably 
chose to stay in their new homes, and they also 
tried to assimilate themselves into the local 
culture.  The students will use morphing software 
to create video representations of how the 
Mongols acted as chameleons throughout the 
world. 

Free Morphing 
2.1.16 

6.3.D 

What’s missing? Multimedia 
Presentation 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

The students will survey Wikipedia to determine 
what areas in world history need to be developed.  
They will then create possible Wikipedia entries 
and submit them to the site. 

Internet 
Wikipedia 

6.3.D 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The students will be able to create a wikipedia entry that showcases their individual interests.  They will first show their entry to the class and 
receive feedback from two or three “critical friends” before editing their entry and posting it to the site. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
This time period is characterized by the growth of nation states and the development of trading networks.  The students will consider whether 
trade was mutually beneficial, and they will attempt to define what would characterize a “harmful” economic transaction.     
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Unit VI: Age of Empires 1550-1960 
 
Essential Question: To what extent do political relationships affect cultural norms? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Examine the ways in which the South American silver helped fund the rise of the Spanish monarchy.  
• Determine whether pirate fleets were more democratic than traditional navies. 
• Discuss the roles that the Dutch East India Company and the British East India Company played in the age of imperial expansion. 
• Analyze the effect of the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 on Sub-Saharan Africa. 
• Gauge the extent to which non-violent protests were effective in ending colonial rule.  
• Trace the rise of the League of Nations and the United Nations as peacekeeping organizations. 
• Compare European responses to independence movements in various colonies. 
• Discuss the rise of Marxism and its adherents in the global south. 
• Analyze the way that “work” changed with the rise of industrialism and globalization. 
• Study the effect that industrialization and increased educational opportunities affected family structures throughout the world. 
• Discuss the reasons why Toussaint LʼOuverture was successful in Haiti, while other slave rebellion leaders were not. 
• Explain why the Qing empire failed, and why China was divided between Nationalists and Communists between 1921 and 1949. 
• Debate the extent to which nations make foreign policy decisions based on political ideology as opposed to economic self-interest. 
• Trace the effects of Cmdr. Perryʼs excursion into Tokyo.   
• Present their conclusions about the role that art played as a form of propaganda during the Protestant Reformation. 
• Discuss the way that the Ottoman fascination with the tulip represented a fascination with the delights of the temporal world, in defiance of 

Islamic law. 
• Identify Captain Cook and other Europeans who explored and later competed for lands in Oceania. 
• Show the relationship between the rise of scientific worldview and the classification of people into “races.” 
• Study the similarities among the American revolution, the Bolivarian Revolution, the Haitian Revolt.
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
What was so special 
about Kenya? 

Tests 
Quizzes 
Essays 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

The British government was able to let India and 
Pakistan become independent after World War II, but it 
crushed a similar independence movement in Kenya. 
Why?  The students will role play a debate within the 
British government about how to handle the 
decolonization process.  The students will have to decide 
which lands were worth keeping and why. 

Internet 
Blogging 
Podcasts 
VoiceThread 

6.3.D 
6.3.E 

“The history of the 
world is but the 
biography of Great 
Men.”  ~Thomas 
Carlyle 

 

Performance 
Assessment 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources  

First, the students will study documents related to the 
topic of “greatness,” starting with Plato’s The Cave.  
Then, the students will focus on specific leaders from 
this period:  the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman, the Moghul 
emperor Akbar, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, 
Elizabeth I, Louis XIV, Queen Nzinga in Angola, 
Tokugawa Ieyasu from Japan, and the Chinese emperors 
Kanxi and Qianlong.  Finally, the students will create 
presentations showcasing the art and architecture from 
each ruler’s reign in an attempt to prove each one’s 
“greatness.” 

Internet 
Slideshare.net 

6.3.D 
6.3.E 

Years of Magical 
Thinking 

Test 
Essays 
Performance 
Assessments 

Text  
Supplemental 
Resources 

Many efforts to resist colonial expansion have taken the 
form of religious or mystical movements.  The Ghost 
Dance practiced by the Lakota Sioux, the Maji-Maji 
Rebellion in German East Africa, and the Boxer 
Rebellion in China are all examples of this type of 
magical thinking. The students will study these 
movements, attempting to find similarities among them. 

Presentations 
SlideShare.net 
Blogging 

6.3.D 
6.3.E 

Was Colonialism 
That Bad?? 

Test 
Essays 
Performance 
Assessments 

Text  
Supplemental 
Resources 

The students will engage in a long-term investigation of 
the effects of colonialism, reading sources written by 
residents of the former colonies and officials in colonial 
regimes.  The students will try to gauge the extent to 
which cross-cultural interaction affected each party to the 
relationship. 

Internet 6.3.D 
6.3.E 

 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
The texts associated with the Great Men activity provide the students with the opportunity to read materials from a number of different sources 
and levels of complexity.  The students also have the opportunity to provide their own interpretation of the question through their presentations. 
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Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Is selflessness ever in oneʼs best interests?  The students will explore the times when men and women act not out of any vested self-interest but 
to advance humanitarian concerns. 
               
Unit VII: Toward a Flatter World 1945-Present 
 
Essential Question: Has decolonization and the end of the Cold War allowed for greater opportunities for political freedom 
and equality?   
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Discuss the extent to which historical tensions complicate current conflicts in Southwest Asia, East Asia, South Asia, and Latin America. 
• Analyze the factors that have contributed to the rise of fundamentalist Islamic movements in Southwest Asia and Central Asia.  
• Cite the benefits of regional economic cooperation, as seen in the European Union and NAFTA. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the reasons for the creation of the BRIC coalition (Brazil, Russia, India, China). 
• Draw conclusions about sources of conflict by comparing a political map of Southwest Asia to a map showing cultural and ethnic groups. 
• Identify the places on the globe where conflicts still linger from the post-colonial period. 
• Recall the conflicts that have escalated into military engagements as a result of post-colonial migration and resettlement. 
• Engage in a debate about self-determination and whether it is possible to govern nations with sizable minority populations. 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of the United Nations, especially in respect to the international efforts to stop genocidal campaigns. 
• Debate current economic and social policies in China to determine if they still are in keeping with the Communist ideology. 
• Discuss the role that multinational corporations play in maintaining international stability.  
• Explain why Hindu-Muslim tension persists in parts of South Asia. 
• Analyze the relationship between political freedom and economic vitality. 
• Identify the reasons why human trafficking and slavery still exist. 
• Discuss the ways global warming will affect human development.
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Topic/Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
The Twitter 
Revolution 

Tests  
Essays 
Quizzes 
Performance 
Assessment 

News sources The events following the Iranian election of 
2009 as well as the uprising in Moldova were 
orchestrated through messaging services like 
Twitter.  The students will attempt to 
“microblog” a historical event. 

Twitter 
Internet 

6.3.E 
6.3.F 
6.3.G 
6.3.H 

Religion and War Tests 
Essays 
Quizzes 
Performance 
Assessment 

Text 
Supplemental 
Resources 

The students will analyze the ways in which 
religious figures have played a role in the 
dynamic events of the 20th century.  They will 
compare the actions of Buddhist monks in 
Burma and Vietnam, the Roman Catholic 
leadership during World War II, Jewish 
leaders throughout the world during World 
War II, Islamic leaders during the Palestinian 
crisis, Hindu leaders during the partition of 
India, etc.  The students will attempt to 
determine which leaders were most effective 
and what, perhaps, they should have done 
differently. 

Internet 
Blogging 
podcasts 

6.3.E 
6.3.F 
6.3.G 
6.3.H 

Post Colonial 
Reckoning  

Tests  
Essays 
Quizzes 
Performance 
Assessments 

Text  
Supplemental 
Resources 

Many former colonial powers maintain 
special relationships with their former 
territories, including preferential immigration 
policies.  Sizable minority populations from 
former colonial territories are challenging the 
previously held notions of what it means to be 
“French” or “British.”  The students will 
investigate the roles that race, religion, and 
place of birth have played in immigration 
debates through the past 100 years. 

Internet 
Blogging 
Podcasts 
Second Life 

6.3.E 
6.3.F 
6.3.G 
6.3.H 

BRIC Nations Annotated  
Bibliography 
Presentations 
Portfolios 

Text  
Supplemental 
Resources 

The nations of Brazil, Russia, India, and 
China have recently met to strengthen their 
role in making major global financial 
decisions.  The students will analyze the 
strengths of each nation and assess their 
ability to assume greater responsibility for 
world affairs. 

Internet 6.3.E 
6.3.F 
6.3.G 
6.3.H 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
In the study of immigration and naturalization, the students will explore the virtual environment of Second Life in order to gain a better 
understanding of citizenship, identity, and community.   
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
The students, through their analysis of the various ways that religious leaders responded to political events in the 20th century, will grapple with 
the question of the proper role of religion in public life and political affairs.            
      
 


